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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 


] udgnie ut, that secketh the truth. . . . . e . . Jeremiah 5Vel 
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[From the“ Columbian Star” printed at Washington.] 
‘PLAIN TRUTH.” 


A periodical publication, bearing this title, has been 
commenced in Canandaigua, [New York. |—It issues once 
a fortnight, at one dollar a year, payable in advance. The 
objects of the editors, as stated in their prospectus, are, 
to “expose the fallacy of the Missionary plans now in 
operation, and, if possible, to break the spell which is 
maintained over the public mind, by designing men, re- 
lative to Missions; to tear from Hypocrisy her mask, and 
expose her in her native deformity ; to disseminate cor- 
rect religious intelligence ; to encourage home charities ; 
and to combat error and falsehood, upon these subjects, in 
whatever form they may encounter them.” 

Remarks :—We cannot but regret, that publications 
like the one mentioned above, the Reformer, of Philadel- 
phia, and some others holding a similar doctrine and tone, 
should find countenance from the community. We do 
not anticipate any serious injury to the Missionary cause, 
froin efforts of this nature, or even from those of a far 
more imposing aspect. The Missionary spirit is abroad ; 
and it were as impossible for man to arrest its course, 
and prevent its ultimate triumph, as to check the torrent 
of Niagara.* Such publications, too, can have little ef- 


—————— 
——, 





——_—_—_——— 


* We feel no surprise at the hostility manifested by the conduc- 
tors of the “ Columbian Star’ against Plain Truth and the Refor- 
mer, when we take into consideration, the schemes and undertak- 
ings in which they are engaged, and which we have had occasion 
before to present to the public. Whatever may be the opinion of 
these men, with respect to their missionary undertakings, we con- 
fidently anticipate the time, when Plain Truth and correct views, 
will prevail against the pompous proud schemes and money-get- 
ting plans now set on foot, under pretence of promoting the eause 
of religion ; for havin g no foundation in the New Testament, sooner 
or later they will come to naught. Ed. Reformer. 
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fect, except among those who are already disaffected to. 
wards the pious enterprise of the present times.—Stil] 
we regret that any attempts should be made to confirm 
prejudices and delusions; and especially are we grieved 
to see such hostility to the sacred cause of the Redeemer, 
We insist upon the sentiment which we have before ex- 
pressed, that specious pretences respecting “ home cha- 
rities,” will be found, in the case of those who oppose 
Missionary operations altogether, to be mere delusive 
pretexts to conceal hostility or disregard to religion itself, 


REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING. 


“ Especially are we grieved to see such hostility to 
the sacred cause of the Redeemer.’? ‘To suppose the great 
Missionary schemes, as they are carried on at the present 
day, are the “ sacred cause of the Redeemer,” would be- 
tray the greatest ignorance concerning the nature of 
Christianity. The Scribes and Pharisees, and after them 
the Jesuits, believed upon as good grounds that their 
plans and undertakings to make proselytes, were the 
cause of God, and would promote his glory and the wel- 
fare of men. It would seem, indeed, that they had bet- 
ter claims for such a belief, than those engaged in modern 
Missions. The Scribes and Pharisees, in their attempts 
to bring the Gentiles to Judaism, received no pecuniary 
compensation, nor made any calls on the people for mo- 
ney; and the Jesuits in their labours to the East, were 
outwardly very fair, strict and self-denying, by which 
means they so gained the confidence of the natives, that 
thousands and tens of thousands among them, were 
brought to renounce heathenism, and embrace christianity 
through their instrumentality. The greatest success at- 
tended their efforts, both in Japan and China, where 
christianity is now scarcely named, and all intercourse 
with Europeans, and particularly with Missionaries, 's 
prohibited. But how is it with our modern Missionaries? 
They must have large annual salaries! thousands up0u 
thousands must be raised, to furnish the means to accom- 
plish their work ; and they go forth much like ministers 
of state. After theirarrival at the scene of their labours, 
they are carried about on the shoulders of their fellow- 
beings in palanquins, or sail in costly and elegant 
budgerows, live in expensive and splendid houses; 
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exalted far above the common people, and visit with the 
rich and great, with Vice-roys and Governor-generals. 
Very little, indeed, of the mark of christianity can be 
seen among them; and the effects are such as might be 
expected. Considering the funds which are expended, 
and the number of Missionaries oo it is remarka- 
ble, how very few of the natives are brought even into 
the palé-of the Christian church. A late intelligent wri- 
ter remarks: ‘ Nothing is more notorious, than the total 
failure of success, which has attended the labours of Mis- 
sionaries in foreign countries. A genuine and perma- 
nent conversion is a most rare occurrence, even as tes- 
tified by the detailed and minute accounts of the Missio- 
nary journals themselves. We do not believe it can be 
proved, by any creditable testimony, that the number of 
converts since the establishment of missions amongst 
protestants, has been equal to the number of persons em- 
ployed in the service.” A missionary now in India, when 
speaking of a woman, observes: ‘ She lived at the place 
where the Rev. Mr. C. of the established church, made 
so many converts (as was reported and published) but 
there are now none to be found, nor were there after he 
left the place, to go to Calcutta.”” The same missionary 
states, that an aged Hindoo, by the name of Brindabun, 
“js the only man among the natives converted to chris- 
tianity, who has preserved a christian character.” 

** We insist upon the sentiment which we have before 
expressed, that specivus pretences respecting home cha- 
rities, will be found, in the case of those who oppose Mis- 
Stonary operations altogether, to be mere delusive pretexts 
to conceal hostility or disregard to religion itself’? Were 
it not for the guardedness contained in the expression, 
those who oppose Missionary operations altogether, this 
paragraph would bea very sweeping charge, and we should 
expect to see some proof adduced in support of it. But 
as it now stands, it is without any application tous. We 
have ever made a material distinction between such Mis- 
sionary Operations, as Christ and the Apostles were en- 
gazed in, and the Missionary operations of the present 
time. The former were undertaken in the counsel! and 
will of God, and the instruments being filled with love 
and the holy spirit, turned people from the evil of their 
Ways, and built up the cause of righteousness in the earth ; 
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and towards the furtherance of such, we feel disposed to 
Jend all necessary aid. ‘The /aéter there is too great evi. 
dence to believe, are undertaken in the counsel and will 
of man, and are carried on in the spirit and wisdom of this 
worid : hence the sooner they terminate, the better it wil] 
be for the cause of true religion ; and it would have been 
as well, perhaps, for mankind, if they had never commence. 
ed. It has a faking sound to spread the knowledge of the 
gospel, and convert the heathen ; but impositions may be 
practised, ambition gratifed, praise and fame obtained, 
and emoluments secured ii this way, as well as any other; 
as the world has already had sufficient evidence, and ag 
will appear from the following remarks of Mr. Benton, in 
the late Senate of the United States, when sundry reso- 
lutions were under consideration, relative to the disposal 
of certain Uhio lands, about 12,000 acres, which had been 
conveyed to the Society of United Brethren for propaga- 
ting the Gospel ameng the Indians, in trust to the said 
society, for the use of the Indians settled there. 

Mr. §3. said he was a friend to the Indians, and an ene- 
my to the abuse of charities. He believed that great 
abuses had been committed on public and private charity, 
in the name of humanity to snd sortig He did not include 
all missionaries in the censure: still he believed that great 
abuses had been committed.’ He said he would only go 
back two hundred years, and that for a single example. 
Canada was then just discovered—the French held it— 
Henry the iV. was then on the throne, and the Jesuit, 
father Cotton, was his confessor. This Jesuit conceived 
the design of converting the Canada Indians, and the first 
question with him was to raise the ways and means. Man, 
said Mr. B. is an excitable animal, and woman still more 
so, and, above all, a French man and a French woman. 
The Jesuit knew this, so he addressed himself to the la- 
dies of the court, and of the city of Paris. The effect 
was electric. High and low rushed into the project. 
Enemies, in every thing else, united in this. Mary ° 
Medicis, wife of the king, and marchioness Verneul, his 
mistress, vied with each other in the profusion of their 
donations. The dutchesses J)’Aguillion and Lesdeguier- 
res, and the countess Guercheville, figured in thelr 
train. ‘The Gazettes of the day were spangled with the 
names and titles of female patronesses of Missions. Me 
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ney, clothes, and valuable effects flowed in upon the Jesuit. 
Young ladies were even sent to Canada to nurse the sick 
Christian Indians, and that superb establishment 1p Que- 
bec, the Hotel Dieu, was founded by the dutchess D’ Ai- 
uillion for an Indian hospital. To repay so much liber- 
ality, the Jesuit Missionaries sent back the most wonder- 
ful accounts of their success. According to their reports, 
the six nations and divers other nations, were converted, 
and the Island of Urleans, (below Quebec,) contained six 
hundred Indian monks and nuns, regularly divided, male 
and female, into two distinct societies. The zeal of the 
ladies rose to frenzy, and father Cotton had to moderate it. 
Mr. B. said that the French Calvinists, all the while, 
insisted that the Jesuits were doing no good to the Indians, 
but acquiring much power and riches for themselves-——for 
which they were, of course, stigmatized by the Jesuits as 
the enemies of the Indians. On which side the better rea- 
son was, might be guessed at from the fact, that, when 
the English government succeeded to the sovereignty of 
the Canadas, they found the Jesuits in possession of very 
few converts, and in the enjoyment of very large revenues, 
no less than forty-four thousand dollars per annum, which 
went to the British crown upon the extinction of the order 
some years ago: and there ended the charities of Parisian 
ladies in faver of converting American Indians. 

But, Mr. B. said, it was not father Cotton and the la- 
dies only, who had tried this business and failed in it. 
All the kings of France, from the discovery of Canada in 
1600, to the cession of that province and Louisiana in 
1703, had made the same experiment, with the same won- 
derful success in the beginning, and the same miserable 
result inthe end. In the reigns of these kings, the Mis- 
sionaries covered the valley of the Mississippi, and carried 
their adventurous zeal to the shores of Lake Superior and 
W inipec, and to the banks of the Saskatchiwine river,every 
where converting nations, and building chapels, and bring- 
ing to their altars ianumerable worshippers of the only true 
and living Ged. And, yet, what is the present fruit of all 
this labor >—If a traveller, on the banks of the Mississip- 
pl, should inquire for the monuments of that time, and 
of that work, he might be pointed to the walls of a fallen 
down house in the village of Kaskaskia, and told “that 
was the Jesuit’s Cullege:”’ he might be pointed to a stream 
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of water below St. Louis, called La Riviere des Peres (1. 
ver of the fathers,) and to another above, called. La Ri. 
wiere des Moines (river of the monks)—and informed that 
these walls, and these names, are the only vestiges which 
now remain of all the labors of that powerful order in this 
magnificent valley. 

Mr. B. pointed to Lake Superior, and said it was the 
same thing there. ‘The site of the chapel which contained 
800 worshippers in the time of Charlevoix, was now un- 
known. Nay, more: the knowledge of the fact that mis- 
sionaries had ever been there, was itself in danger of 
being lost. He had the authority of Sir Alexander 
M‘Kenzie, for asserting that this knowledge, even thirty 
years ago, was confined to the stream of tradition and to 
the memory of some superannuated old man. 


——— 
For the Reformer. 
ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Having in the preceding number given some view of 
the foundation of the Andover Institution, the great idol 
of applause in this country, which shews it to be a crea- 
ture of man’s device, generated in a spirit of pride and 
vain glory, productive of intolerance and bigotry—I would 
now call the attention of the reader to a consideration of 
the subjects or questions discussed among the students, 
at the last Annual examination, as exhibited in the last 
number of the Reformer. Nothing can more fully evince 
the anti-christian proceedings, emanating under these In- 
stitutions, than the propounding of such abstruse and 
intricate questions—being pointedly condemned by the 
very Scriptures they profess to venerate and attempt to 
illustrate. “ But foolish and unlearned questions,” says 
the inspired Apostle, ‘ avoid, knowing that they do gen- 
der strife.” How little, indeed, do such questions com- 
port with the simplicity of the gospel? or of what inte- 
rest is the discussion of them to the salvation of sinners? 

The apostle Paul, author of the above text of Scriptures 
was instructed in all the learning of his day, and conse- 
quently was able to determine how far human learning 
was essential to a minister of the gospel. His conviction 
of its inutility will best appear from his own words. [0 
writing to those among whom he had laboured, he says: 
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‘‘ For I was determined to know nothing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”"—* For after that in the 
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching | the plain and 
simple preaching of Christ, and him crucified,} to save 
them that believe.”? ‘ For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God: for it is written—He taketh the 
wise in their own craftiness.” ‘+ Christ sent me not to 

reach the gospel with wisdom of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of none effect.” * And my speech 
and my preaching, was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit, and of power.” 

Whence come all those numerous and elaborate writings 
on the Scriptures, which fill the book-stores and libraries 
of every country, but from vain questions and the schisms 
which they produce? In the catalogues of what are call- 
ed religious books, it seems as though the numerous au- 
thors who are engaged in writing to promote the mer- 
chandize of the gospel, and to perpetuate their fame, 
were perplexed to invent titles for them. And, were it 
not for the profits of this trade, and to gratify the authors 
and associates in it, in all their worldly views, those end- 
less feuds and quarrels about religion would never have 
begun, and would soon cease. 

Can any one sincerely believe, if the opportunity was 
afforded to put the question to our Saviour, whether the 
knowledge of the truth and his gospel, which has been so 
long printed and published to the world, could be attain- 
ed, without a large mass or library of books of human 
learning—he would answer no! Would he not rather 
say, The glad tidings of the gospel are not wrapped in 
such mysterious language, as to want the aid of human 
learning for its elucidation, but are given in language suf- 
ficiently plain and intelligible to every one sincerely in- 
clined to understand them and to do his duty. 

It is evidently deducible from the foregoing citations 
of Scripture,and from the conduct of Christ and his Apos- 
tles, that the discussion of such questions as those intro- 
duced among the students at Andover, are as improper 
as the same number would be, drawn from Mahomet’s Al- 
coran. To produce conviction to the mind, let these 
plain questions be put: 

1. Is it necessary for him who preaches the gospel, to 
be able te solve such ridiculous questions ? 
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2. Is it indispensably necessary to the salvation of the 
hearers, that they understand such questions ? 

By strife and collisions respecting the lesser matters 
of religion, hireling preachers and their adherents sow 
the seeds of dissention among men, hoping thereby by 
their superior learning to profit from it, and to increase 
their power and influence in the world, while the sincere 
and humble Christian, following the obvious injunctions 
of duty, and knowing that the plain truths of the gospel 
breathe nothing but peace on earth aud good will to men, 
avoids foolish and unlearned questions, which concern 
only those who are of the world; who speak of the world; 
and who, because of it, are admired by the world. In 
proportion as opportunities are afforded, they aspire more 
and more to honour and distinction, and gradually secure 
the favour and esteem of men of pewer and influence, and 
thereby their own elevation. Accordingly, we see the 
clergy go hand in hand with the higher orders, in peace 
or in war; in church or in state; in feasting or mourning 
to promote each others views. We must decide on the 
propriety or impropriety of these things from our own 
conviction, derived from the Scriptures. The example 
of Christ and his Apostles is sufficient for our guide and 
direction about it. The former, living like a privileged 
order, seek the favour and applause of men of note and 
distinction: the latter condemned and avoided them— 
The former participate in the pomp and pride of the 
world; the latter despised them. The former justify and 
encourage the use of riches to propagate the gospel : the 
latter made no use of themonthat account. The former 
inculcate the necessity of human learning to qualify for 
preaching it: the latter disreyarded it. 

After devoting years of their lives to the study of the 
languages of Greece and Rome, and after pouring over 4 
vast mass of modern authors on the subjects of religion, 
and adorning themselves with all refined writings on ora 
tory and grammar to gratify and delight a splendid audi 
ence with their well turned periods, and eloquent sermons, 
their pride and ambition are honored by dignifying them 
with the title of Reverend, Right Reverend and Doctors 
the very mention of which titles is forbidden to Christians 
But of what use are these qualifications to a humble Chris 
tian? Paul wanted none of these things, and he was 0 
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ly concerned to speak in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power. Modern preaching is a total departure from 
his precepts and example; and the common language 
about such preaching is a gross and idolatrous flattery of 
man’s talents and acquirements, as though the measure of 
a man’s religion was in proportion to his learning, and as 
though he could not have religion without he had learning. 
Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
said the Saviour, there am [ in the midst of them. No- 
thing is wanting for true worship but a unity of spirit.— 
All the graces of learning and oratory acquired for it, 
make it solemn mockery and wickedness. But the trade 
cannot be keptup withoutit. “rinters and book-binders 
will find less employ. Booksellers must sell fewer books. 
Carpenters, joiners, masons, bricklayers, &c. will be ata 
loss for work to build Theological Seminaries ; and a great 
number of idle Theological Students will be compelled to 
go to work. We see, in fact, that this business in all its 
ramifications, is connecting itself with all the institutions 
of society so deep, that a hope of reformation or change is 
hardly to be expected. Worldly sanctions and motives, 
directly or indirectly, mix their influence with most of 
the professors of christianity. Who can say, but that a 
considerable part of the most prevailing sects, connect 
more or less in their worship, some erorkiity views of of- 
fice, power, place, promotion or distinction? This then 
makes it an attribute of fame, not of faith and conviction ; 
so that it is virtually, though not nominally, a worldly 
establishment. It must be revolting to a Christian to be 
told, that a cobbler, whose long and prosperous labours had 
carried him almost to princely wealth, should conceive 
the ambitious and wicked design, at a late period of life, 
of fixing a lasting monument to his name and character, 
by contributing 70,000 dollars for the erection of an idol 
for it at Andover. So far his money has gained his wishes, 
and he is spoken of with that admiration and applause, so 
bratlying to the wicked, and offensive to a Christian.— 
lis gifts and offerings, at this shrine of his adoration, 
have also secured him the right of prescribing to the Pro- 
fessor and the worshippers, the indispensible articles of 
faith for their qualifications. He is also dignified with 
the style and title ot ** honorable.” ‘The conduct of Simon 
Magus did not more deserve the language of reprobation 
o2 
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and chastisement, than does that of this man; and no 
doubt, if the same occasion offered, would meet it, for 
thinking to purchase the kingdom of Heaven witha large 
sum of money. 

The pride and ostentation of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
perhaps, did not exceed those of our cotemporary religi- 
ous adventurers—nor did their practice less comport with 
the law of Moses, than that of modern preachers with 
the doctrine of the New Testament. Without meaning 
to treat the subject with unbecoming levity, the conduct 
of the hireling clergy and their adherents, will fairly jus- 
tify us in exhibiting the following creed as resulting from 
those who are disposed to encourage and support them: 

1. [ believe, that in order to enjoy the respect and es- 
teem of the world, it is necessary for me to attach myself 
to some fashionable religious sect; nevertheless, 

2. [ believe, the first great. moving power with the 
clergy to preach, is money and fame, and that they ought 
to have them, because their hearers believe it is right to 
bestow them ; and because they have spent many valuable 
years of their lives to qualify and adorn themselves for 
the purpose. 

8. I believe a fixed and certain sum is necessary to 
secure a preacher; and that if there is no salary there 
will be no preacher. 

4. I believe, the larger the sum given a preacher, the 
better will be his oratory and preaching. 

5. I believe, that in order to make a good preacher and 
orator feel his call, he ought to know, beforehand, that he 
has or will have a splendid meeting-house, in a delight- 
ful situation, with a good salary. 

6. I believe, that in proportion as a preacher’s avarice, 
pride and ambition are supported, he will be encouraged 
to read good authors, sermons and moral books so as to 
attract and please his audience—to trumpet his fame and 
increase his salary. 

The propagation of religion is now scarcely spoken of 
but in connection with money. As taxation is not allow- 
ed directly for the purpose, our rulers are often called on 
to co-operate, by licensed gambling, to aid in funds, by 
granting lotteries. Innumerable tickets are vending 10 
all parts of the country, for the erection of splendid 
churches. Ambitious young clergymen are dispersilg 








| 











THE REFORMER, 131 


themselves every where, to secure establishments and to 
prepare the public mind for contributions, which are soli- 
cited in every form and manner by themselves and their 
agents. Appeals are made to the various passions by beg- 
ging, by threats, by denunciations and by anathemas.— 
Craft and duplicity. hypocrisy and fraud, are equally em- 
ployed. In this holy work, those who on other occasions 
are ready to cut each others throats, can unite to raise 
money by prayers and sermons, for the salvation of those 
they care nothing about. Nothing, in fact, that is practi- 
cable, seems to be left untouched or undone, for enlisting 
all classes of society, in the grand crusade, undertaken for 
the reformation of mankind; and the sums of money se- 
cured to Theological Seminaries and Churches, by dona- 
tions and bequests, in all parts of the country, are im- 
mense. Nevertheless, pure religion does not stand in 
need of money, nor dees it want the aid of temporal 
power: when these become necessary, it ceases to be the 
religion of Jesus Christ. His kingdom being not of this 
world, the great and rich will not humble themselves to it. 
Look to it honest countrymen! who tremble for the 
liberties of your country! If the chains for your subju- 
gation are forging, it is more than in any thing else, by 
the Theological Institutions fast planting in all parts of 
the Union, preparatory to the adoption of a general sys- 
tem of religion, which is getting more and more rivited, 
by securing the patronage and affections ef the great to it, 
and which will thereby successively draw in the lower 
orders of people, so as to make it uniform and national. 


A VIRGINIAN. 


——b 4 Gee 
Jor the Reformer. 
{Communicated from the Eastward.] 


When I contemplate justice, mercy and beneficence as 
the attributes of the Deity, and compare the nature theréof 
with the intolerant disposition and oppressive conduct of 
some aspiring men, with whom I ai personally acquain- 
ted, I feel safe in the conclusion, that they are not the gen- 
uine representatives of Heaven, however plausible their 
pretensions and popular their standing. 

As God cannot authorise injustice, it unquestionably 
follows, that it must necessarily be derived from another 
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source; and as mankind are governed by a spirit either 
= or evil, consequently those who exercise injustice, 

ave no higher authority than self, the very devil clothed 
in flesh. From observation and a little experience, I am 
induced to believe, that nothing is wanting in the present 
and highly professing day, but the ratification of law to 
re-enforce the rod of iron—Then reformers and dissenters 
would be disfranchised, treated as heritics, exposed to the 
scourge, immured in a dungeon or banished their native 
land: and in case neither of these, or the like inhuman 
barbarities should deter the virtuous or reduce them to 
the imposing standard, life itself would be immolated on 
the horrid altar of religious fraud. 

For years, L have borne the galling yoke of oppression, 
(even to the extent of power,) but time has not rendered 
it easy, nor made the burden light. I say, I am with 
many others, compelled to pay an oppressive tax for the 
enjoyment of the right of conscience in a Christian land, 
aland of boasted liberty !! Monstrous absurdity ! 

That there are a class of men among us who are endeav- 
ouring, under a mask of religion, to bring about a combi- 
nation of Church and State, is as clear to me as the de- 
monstration of a mathematical theorem; and I think it 
must be equally evident to every rational observing per- 
‘son, who can take an impartial view of what is now going 
on in these United States, under the specious pretext of 
charity, love and union. Just tike political demagogues, 
whose badge is emblematic of equality, liberty and justice, 
something pleasing to delude the people. 

New, is it not a duty we owe to ourselves and to pos- 
terity, to be up and doing while it is day, in order to repel 
the assaults of those lurking invaders of our natural and 
unalienable rights. Shoulda hierarchy be raised on the ru- 
ins of republican liberty, what direful consequences would 
ensue—what mountaitis of misery ! what scenes of blood! 
I find quoted in No. 25 of the Reformer, asupplement to the 
begging system, being an additional scheme for the conver- 
sion of the world; which I deem such an aggravated insult, 
not only to the generosity, but the common sense of the com- 
munity, that it can scarcely fail to open the eyes of the 
blind, and even raise the dead, in discernment, to cast 
out the selfish and imposing machinations of a corrupt 
‘aud aspiring ministry—who once imagined the period a 
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hand when they would “ support some dignity of charac- 
ter—manage the civil government as they pleased—have 
loud calls fixed on the treasury—and cease to be troubled 
with the whims and complaints of parishioners.” Such 
indeed appears once to have been their prospects, and had 
they not been met with disappointment, we should, in all 
probability, have shared the fate of other republics, and 
been compelled to minister to the ease and luxury of a 
set of drones, who would have mankind look every way 
but the right way. 

The first thing, in the Report alluded to, that ar- 
rests our attention, is the old cry for missionaries and 
pastors, reiterated (as I suppose) for the deluded and 
credulous—even Massachusetts and Connecticut are des- 
titute! And. as ‘¢an appalling fact,’’ we are informed 
that four of the western states have only sixteen regulars ! 

As the Directors call upon * the friends of religion and 
of man throughout the country, to pause and view this 
object,” I consider myself included, and cheerfully com- 
ply with their request—taking the liberty, moreover, to 
notice the various imposing schemes thereof in rotation, 
and by way of compliment, to treat them in such manner 
as | think they merit. Free from popular delusion, and 
the common K wont of fear, I disregard the thundering 
anathemas of either priest or parasite. ‘I neither seek to 
displease, nor dread to offend.” 

Now, be it known, that to increase their funds, emula- 
tion is set on fuot; without which their “ ways and means” 
might prove abortive. 


First,—Let one Church support a voluntary religious 
pauper, because another does :— 

Let each individual member thereof maintain an idler 
because his neighbour does :— 

Let the silly women of each Church lavish their pin- 
money, in the purchase of a leurel to augment the vanity 
of a worm, who in the midst of his pomp or pomposity, 
is mouldering into dust.— 

Next, a certain proportion of the income of men of dif- 
ferent occupations is required—particularly such trades- 
men as convert their humibde customers into merchandize, 


and occasionally grant license to the sexes to legitimate 
their offspring, &e. * 


23 
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This is followed by a kind of insurance office as the 
best security for the merchant; provided, however, that he, 
in order * to insure good luck,” pay a handsome premium 
into the hands of the underwriters—mere pharisaical 
usurpers of the rightful prerogative of Heaven, whose ob- 
ject is to systematize the minds of men in such manner, as 
to coerce them into an uniformity of sentiment, and 
thereby establish a state of things incompatible with ra- 
tional liberty and the inherent rights of mankind—pur- 
posely to aggrandize themselves. I wish them equal suc- 
cess with the swimming dog in the fable, that dropped the 
substance to catch at the shadow. 

This stratagem is succeeded by an oblique demand on the 
poor labouring mechanic, (who gets his bread in an ho- 
nourable way) not exactly to the amount of 20 or 25 dol- 
lars, but what is tantamount to the same thing, he must, 
in order to be popular, labour about one month in each 
year, and find himself in the bargain, parpweely to esta- 
blish a state of things that may coerce him the remainder 
of his days, and oppress his posterity for ages to come.— 
But [ hope no mechanic is so infatuated by custom and 
superstition, as to sacrifice his birth-right at the shrine of 
oppression; or so profoundly ignorant, as to worship a 
blind guide, who teaches him to believe that a pecuniary 
acknowledgment is required of him by his Maker, for the 
‘‘enjoyment of strength and success in business.” Why, 
this demand is no inconsiderable item on the list of a 
poor man’s expenditures! which, when added to others 
of a like nature, will equal if not exceed a reasonable 
rent. Yet these blundering followers of Jesus Christ 
openly assert, that “this plan, if generally adopted, would 
greatly enrich the treasury of the Lord; (yes, reader, trea- 
sury of the Lord!) without impoverishing the donors.”— 
As much as to say, take 5 from 20 and 20 remains: for in 
point of truth the theorems are parallel, and he who can 
muster ignorance enough to acknowledge the one, can 
easily demonstrate the other. Hence, to awe the credu- 
lous and deluded into a state necessary to enforce the 
cheat, they have blasphemously dubed the means for es- 
tablishing their treacherous views with the sacred title of 
“the Treasury of the Lord.” What subtlety! what de- 


ceit! what an abominable outrage on the majesty of 
Heaven! 
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The next is an attempt to cajole the landholder (main 
pillar of the nation) into a condescending mood, through 
the gracious appellation of * good. That is to say, who- 
ever conforms to that proposition, shall be esteemed good! 
So in addition to other imposing demands the farmer has 
to set offa part of his farm, and encourage “ generous em-~- 
ulation”? among his sons; or, in other words, cause them 
to drudge away their leisure hours on this consecrated spot, 
as a popular contribution, for the establishment of ‘“homo- 
geneous influence;” which in plain terms, is nothing short 
of religious intolerance, the offspring of Church and State. 
Now, fellow farmer, let us be on the alert, while we earn- 
estly recommend to those who are disposed to become 
ministers of good to men, to depend on the unerring guide, 
“that lighteth every man that cometh into the world,” ra- 
ther than rely on human means for “regular qualifications;” 
and when they want the necessaries of life to work for them 
as we do, or-go without them. For, he who has so little vir- 
tue about him as to descend to the insignificant state of 
a voluntary pauper, (living in idleness on the substance of 
others, without returning an equivalent) is of all others 
the least qualified to do good by example. ‘To reform 
others, it is very necessary that teachers act consistentl 
themselves: for when example is crowned with absurdity 
and dissimulation, precept is by consequence rendered 
nugatory. 

And by the 7th article I perceive it is proposed, also, 
to take in clothing as a donation; and indeed, I suppose 
any other article that can be turned into cash; even feath- 
ers, old rags, &c. &c. For it has long since become pro- 
verbial, that neither priest nor beggar will refuse one thing 
because it is not another. r 

Now reader, what is all this that is so industriously 
going on in Christendom, but beggary, imposition and 
presumption! Policy with a witness! for we behold a 
frail creature by means of human science, presumptuously 
Imposing on the Creator the unavoidable necessity of 
giving him a call, whereby he may be enabled to “ Lord it 
over God’s heritage,”’ so as tosecure to himself a sumptu- 
= livelihood, fraudulently drawn from the pockets of 
me We and unsuspecting.—0QO, blind and infatuated mor- 
Saadilione oo om see engraven on the very face of these pre- 

» the harsh and ill sounding names of se/fishness and 
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cupidity? the principal sources of all the evils that befal| 
the human race. What those pretended“ friends of religion 
and of man” cannot inculcate by education and stratagem, 
they would fain enforce by authority—thereby persecute 
common sense, and impose on reason a respectful silence, 
QO, that the oppressed dare exercise this gracious gift, and 
divest themselves of that slavish fear, which makes them 
afraid even to think—insomuch as to arrest the progress 
of religious speculation, and banish all privileged orders: 
for all men are equal—all are free—all dependant~— 
all alike accountable. But, thus we are annoyed by the 
most subtle effort that human ingenuity can devise, to 
draw from the industrious and unsuspecting, a large por- 
tion of their earnings, to exalt a species of paupers tu a 
proud eminence, from whence they will look down upon 
their benefactors with contempt. And notwithstanding 
all these additional “* ways and means” for draining the 
a of the laity to aggrandize the clergy, an appre- 
ension still exists, that they will not obtain the u/termost 
farthing: for they conclude by a wheedling appeal to the 
‘‘ friends of religion and of man,” to know whether they 
have given to the extent of their ability. More, more, is 
still the cry! That the world may be speedily delivered 
from ignorance, priestcraft, fraud and hypocrisy, is the 
ardent wish of a friend to truth, and an advocate to the 
equal rights of man. A PLovGHMaAN. 


ED > pee 


An abstract from a letter of Correspondence. 
[Communicated for the Reformer.] 


“‘ It was grateful and encouraging to find, that my an- 
cient and beloved friend was still in the keeping of Him 
who sleepeth not by day, nor slumbereth by night; and 
who, by his own power, is strengthening even in old age; 
the hands of all his faithful and rightly devoted servants ; 
enabling them to go forth valiantly, for the promotion of 
his dignified and noble cause of truth and righteousness 
in the earth; to the pulling down of the strong holds of 
Anti-christ’s kingdom, or the man of sin and son of per 
dition: or, in more simple terms, self and self-will i 
man, from which have arisen the false worships that now 
are, or ever have been in the world, with all spurious hire- 
ling and man made ministers, created and formed 1 
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schools, colleges and seminaries of human and heathen- 
ish science; from which source have proceeded all those 
new and self-conceived institutions and associations, now 
so numerous in christendom; undertaking to propagate 
the gospel, while very little of the knowledge of it.ex- 
ists among them, judging by their fruits: for their whole 
superstructure, from the foundation to the cap-stone, is 
ot a pecuniary kind, (to wit,) money: take away that, 
and they are all at a stand. 

« What sturdy and successful beggars, indeed, are all 
these societies and their agents, who are sent forth in all 
parts of the world, to obtain money, their only source of 
strength; and which they pursue after, with a step as 
steady as time, and an appetite as keen as death. Are 
not the men engaged in these schemes, like those the 
Apostie speaks of, who had a form of godliness, but de- 
nied the power thereof? who crept into houses and led 
captive silly women? For under a sanctimonious pre- 
tence of promoting religion, their chief design is to get 
money ; and by their art and ingenuity, they have so 
captivated the minds uf females in our day, as to cause 
thein to establish societies, almost without number: such 
as female Missionary societies, female Education soci- 
eties, female Cent societies, female Mite societies, &c. &c. 
all to bring money into their hands, by which it is prov- 
ed to a demonstration, that gain with them is godliness. 

“Can we, indeed, suppose, that the infinite and all- 
wise Jehovah, has any part or lot in these institutions ! 
which are carried on in the very spirit, power, and con- 
trivance of fallen man; and composed of multitudes, who 
appear to know as little of real christianity, and whose 
works and doings carry no more resemblance to it, than 
the works and oings of the untutored Gentile, in the 
uncultivated wilds of America! ‘Therefore, the Lord’s 
call to all his enlightened and truly devoted children is, 
* Come eut from among them, and be ye separate.” , 





EXHIBITION OF SENTIMENTS, 


A writer in the Philadelphia Gazette, finds great fault 
with the framers of the New Constitution of the state of 
New York, for excluding ministers of the Gospel from 
holding any civil or military office within the state; and 
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thinks it quite wrong, that no provision was made in the 
United States or our state constitutions for their support, 
The following extracts are selected from a communication 
of some length, signed *“ 2 Christian :” 

** Our blessed Lord’s declaration, that his kingdom is 
not of this world, ora corrupt tyrannic rule, that of heath. 
enish Rome (termed the world) he was then speaking of, 
is not intended to exclude the ministers of iiaien rom 
civ: or military offices or places, for Christ is the King of 
kings, and a judge before whom an account of all deeds 
done in the body must be rendered. 

‘* The great and popular reason and ground for the mi- 
nisters of religion being excluded from civil or militar 
offices er places by the constitution of the state of New 
York, is ¢ they are unfriendly to the liberties of mankind.’ 
Why, then, trust them with the cure of souls, the better 
part? The ministers of religion are not worse than other 
men by nature, though but men. Ministers of religion 
have ever been with the foremost in reformation and the 
cause of liberty. Witness a Moses and an Aaron, a Sam- 
uel, an Elijah, a Luther and Calvin, and their host—the 
clergy of the United States, at the head of the armies, in 
the revolution, with the bible in one hand, and the sword 
in the other—their preaching and praying in the pulpit, 
watering your soil with their blood. 

‘* The ministers of religion in America, may have got- 
ten out of temper with their lay brethren, for, in their 
prosperity, forgetting their God and their faithful help- 
ers, the ministers of religion, most bountifully setting 
apart ample salaries for civil officers, independently of 
the people, without devoting one cent in the United 
States or states constitutions, as in New York at present, 
to the service of God, and the-cure of souls by ministers, 
orin education. ‘The ministers of religion would not be 
more unfriendly to liberty than congress, state assembly- 
men, and public efficers, who have an independent sala- 
ry, when under the like control, the election by the people. 
But the ministers of religion must be martyrs beyond 
ether men.” 

The foregoing extracts are given principally to show 
what kind of men we have in this country, and how con- 
formable it would be with their views, to have brought 
about a combination of church and state, and have previ 
sion made by government for the support of the clergy 
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Gross Abuees. 


From the Report of the Select Committee, appointed by Con- 
gress in January last, on the subject of the fines imposed by Courts 
Martial on sundry of the militia men of Pennsylvania, for delinguen-* 
ces during the late war, it appears, that the sum assessed amounted 
to 351,981 dollars 66 cents. The Committee state: 


“After the lapse of almost seven years, from the time when 
these militia fines were assessed, your committee are under the 
painful necessity of stating, that not one cent of their amount has 
yet reached the Treasury of the United States.—Instead of recelv 
ing any money from this source, the United States have paid the 
sum of $14,241 8 cents, out of the public Treasury, towards _de- 
fraying the expenses of the courts martial by which those very fines 
were assess. d.—Had the laws slumbered, and had they never been 
put into execution against the delinquents, there would have been 
some consolation in the reflection, that if injustice had been done 
to the government, the poorer classes of our citizens were not dis- 
iressed, nor the property of those, who,from conscientious motives, 
refused to bear arms, seized and sold. ‘This, however, has not 
been the case. A large proportion of the fines has been collected 
from the people by John Smith, the late Marshal, and his deputies. 
He has received, as appears from his own examination, on oath, 
before committee, the sum of $75,719 68 cents, from his deputies, 
and the sum of $1,217 83 cents, from the delinquents themselves.” 


The number of deputies employed by Mr. Smith, as stated by the 
committee were twenty-one, one of which paid him more than one 
thousand dollars (the amount carried out by the committee) ; but 
how much he cannot recollect. Mr. Smith is also uncertain wheth- 
er he may not have received money from John Baldy, (who is not 
placed by the committee among his list of deputies,) though he 
does not remember that he did. .The accounts, with respect to 
the whole of the proceedings, appear to be ina very deranged state, 
The committee observe : 


“It was expected, that some light could have been cast upon this 
subject by John Smith, late Marshal of Pennsylvania; but after 
examination, it appeared that he could give them no information, as 
he had never kept any books in which he made _ regular entries of 
his (r@isactions respecting the collection %f militia fines; and the 
lists which -have been certified to him by the presiding officers of 
courts martial were in the hands of his deputies.” 





Candid Remarks. 


[The following extracts from a communication in the Boston Re- 
corder, manifest more candour and sincerity, than we are accustom- 
ed to see in the writers for that paper, and are worthy the consid- 
eration of all those who are now engaged in Missionary undertak- 
‘ngs. It may indeed be said with truth, that the whole bearing of 
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the present plans and proceedings for promoting the cause of reli. 
gion, is to excite the ambition and tempt the pride of men to con. 
tribute towards or to engage in them. The stimulus is sufficient 
to move and actuate thousands, without one particle of grace or 
true religion. Remove all the considerations of reputation, fame, 
and pecuniary compensation, and how little would be done. How 
soon would all that busy activity which now prevails, settle down 
into a state of quietude. } 


From the Boston Recorder. 


“In perusing, a late number of the Recorder, I observed a few 
lines composed on the recent departure of one of our Missionaries 
for Palestine. I wish to improve this opportunity to express not 
only my own feelings, but those also of many others, on the prac- 


tice so prevalent in our country of eulogizing yowng men in public 


papers. ‘There is no small danger, that the Missionary cause, so 
dear to all the friends of Zion, may by the indiscretion of its friends, 
become no less the high road to distinction and renown to young 
men ofaspiring minds, than the chair of state or the conquest of ar- 
mies. Inthe present state of the church, there is no possible way 
in which a young minister of moderate talents has so fair a prospect 
for present distinction and future renown, as by engaging in For- 


‘eign Missions. His name is sounded from Britain to Japan, and 


from the river to the ends of the earth. Is there no danger, that 
this profusion of applause, will call into exercise otherfeelings than 
simple love to Christ and to the souls of men? What would be the 
consequence should a host of young men, influenced wholly by 
ambitious motives, fill the ranks of our missionary phalanx? Could 
we expect the blessing of heaven to attend their labours? Would 
a holy God pamper their pride and feed their ambition by granting 
success; or must we not expect a frown, which would blast in eter- 
nal night the dawning glory of the church. 

“ The evilis apparent ; but how shall a remedy be applied ? Shall 
the statesman be hailed with shouts of applause, the warrior be 
crowned with a wreath of glory, the minister at home enjoy a 
splendid salary ; but the Missionary, stript of property, and friends, 
and home, and every thing dear, be denied this only boon of com- 
fort to stimulate his exertions and solace his woes ? Yes ; if love to 
the Saviour and a desire for the salvation of perishing millions 
cannot support him amidst the conilicts and trials of a Missionary 
life, let him faint and droop and die; or, by a disgraceful return 
to the bosom of his ceuntry and the fire-sides of his friends, let him 
deter others from enlisting in a warfare for which they have no 
armour. 

“ Let no one infer from these remarks, that Iam opposed or evea 
indifferent to the Missionary cause. I wish the Missionary to be 
supported in his labours by the prayers, the alms and the warmest 

ections of all Zion’s friends ; but let him be considered as simply 
performing a part only of that duty, which all owe to the Saviour; 
and not asa being of superior order claiming universal homage 
Let his praise be in all the churches, but let it not be sounded 
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through the country with trumpet tongue in the news-papers. 
There is time enough to pronounce a man’s eulogy, when death 
has removed him alike beyond the influence of applause and cen- 
sure; let not his pride be flattered, nor his modesty disgusted by 
fulsome songs of praise, while he is alive to feel their influence. 
Whatever is published in the more popular of our religious penod- 
ical works, sooner or later reaches the ears of the Missionaries ; if 
modest men, they are indignant and disgusted ; if naturally vain 
and self-conceited, they are elated with pride and rendered remiss 
in duty. In whatever light we view this subject, it is darkly omi- 
nous, presenting evils which demand the united efforts of the Chris- 
tian community to suppress. 

“These remarks suggest another point for animadversion, na 
less pernicious in its tendencies. 1 refer to the practice of publish- 
ing the names of young men by whose instrumentality revivals of 
religion have commenced or been promoted. It should never be 
forgotten, that young men in the first stages of their education are 
more susceptible of flattery, than they will be after labouring suc- 
cessfully a number of years in the church. Many a pious heart has 
bled, while witnessing the baleful effects of public applause on 
young men of promising talents and humble piety. From being 
modest, unassuming Christians, they are transformed into arrogant, 
self-conceited, overbearing egotists. Elated with spiritual pride, 
and accustomed to expect the notice of superiors, they form cha- 
racters disgusting to men of discernment and ruinous to their own 
usefulness as ministers of Christ. This is sot a carricature, but a 
sober statement of fucts; and facts too which have often caused 
the tear of grief to flow from many a friend of Zion. But few 
young men have grace sufficient, but few have hearts so insensible 
to public opinion, that they can stand alike indifferent to the 
tongue of calumny and of flattery of friends. Not one in a hundred 
can bear without injury the affectionate applause so profusely la- 
vished by well meaning, but indiscreet Christians, on those whose 
a tlh pe signally blessed in producing revivals, without 
pry 7 . cea incitement to vanity arising from a public testimony 
cuunineiaiad wo = eee ay Would it not, when the cir- 
ofseyiguhe, to map robs | . wise ve 9 iamibc in publishing accounts 
eeeaal Foyt ; me Ww eh C irisuans have indi.creetly 
sequences, that Chri ve i this subject was viewed in all its con- 
bbe ad -hristians would bestow their applause on the 

Sof pious young men with a more sparing hand, till their 


experience and maturity of judgment had pr 
oe mi ) epared them to re- 
€¢ive it without injury.” -" piel “sg , 





- Extract Jrom alate number of a periodical publication. 
a Buchanan, a man known in the literary world as an 
sede Pirmres.. the vast sums continually flowing into the civil 
ae 2 er to have thought that the clergy had been ‘ neglected 
one “ily ministration of wealth, squeezed from the labour of 

poor oppressed natives, and therefore writes ‘a Memeir on the 
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expediency of an Ecclesiastical Establishment for British India. 
To those who understand what an Ecclesiastical Establishment 
means, any explanation of his motives is unnecessary ; but to many 
of the inhabitants of our highly favoured land, long exempted from 
ithe physical power of the Priesthood, it may be proper to say, that 


an Ecclesiastical Establishment means, a power vested in the Clergy 


to force from every man (who will not voluntarily devote his time 
and labour to support a luxurious set of worldlings) the tenth part 
of his produce, besides various other demands of a religious, or 
rather irreligious nature.” 

{The author ef the preceding extract intimates, that if the mea. 
sure had gone into effect, there could be no doubt but Buchanan 
would have been appointed a Bishop in the new establishment.] 





Extract of a letter from a correspondent in Northunberland county, 
Pennsylvania, to the Editors. 


“There appears to be a great stir raised about what has been 
published in the Reformer respecting the three great.Missionaries, 
Carey, Marshman, and Ward. ‘The communication signed, “ Mar- 
cus,” and the answer wrote by Bethune and Celgate, together with 
your reply to that piece, have been published in the “ Miltonian,” 
printed at Milton, in this county ; and the —— is to be continu- 
ed. They callthe piece by Bethune and Colgate a vindication of 
the character of Mr. Ward, &c. &c. against the slanderous attack of 
ihe Editor of the Reformer. But facts appear so strong against the 
motives of these men, that I consider they will do their cause much 
more harm than good by spreading a knowledge of their proceed- 
ings, where the people would have otherwise known nothing con- 
cerning them. But so it is, that the Lord makes even the wrath 
of man to praise him.” 





From the Boston City Gazette. 


The Reverend Mr. Warz, it will be recollected, was in Bostona 
few years since, and obtained a large sum of money to assist some 
literary institutions in British India, to enable them to educate 
Hindoo children, as the only effectual means of introducing chns- 
tianity in Hindostan. The sympathy excited by his representations 
was very extensively diffused among the pious christians and benev- 
olent individuals of this community. It has turned out, that the es 
tablishments for which he was soliciting charitable contributions, 
are excessively rich and prosperous, and the cullibility of ‘the people 
in this country has been very much ridiculed by all men of common 
sense. The expectation of making direct converts to Christianity, 
in India, we believe, is given up as hopeless, and the immense sum 
of money that for so many years past, have been subscribed and giv- 
en to support Missionaries, have been expended in vain. 


Mission at Rangoon. 


Jt seems that the Missionary operations at this place have nent? 
terminated. The opposition from the goverment has lately gre 
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-yereased. Mr. Judson, who has all along remained there, with the 
exception of some temporary visits, in his last communication states: 
~ «The decided intolerance of government, and the bitter spirit 
which is rapidly gaining ground among all classes of people, have 
occasioned the zayat [place of worship] to be quite deserted. At 
present, no one dares to come near me; and for me to go out inte 
the streets, zayats, and pagodas, and proclaim a proscribed religion, 
would be the height of madness.” ; 

The mission at Rangoon was commenced by Felix Carey, (son of 
“Pr.” Carey, who has since turned a heathen), and after continuing 
now upwards of twelve years, the whole number that have been 
brought to embrace christianity, are only 13, agreeably toa late 
statement of Mrs. Judson. 





Professing Christians turning heathen. 


In our number of January last, some account was given of a number of 
Catholic christians in India lapsing into heathenism. Late intelligence 
from the American Missionaries in that country, state that one whole 
village, amounting to more than 4,000 people, went off from the Catholic 
community, and returned to heathenism. It is also stated, that several 
other villages on Salsette, and near Basseen, have followed their example; 
and more recently the same scene has been exhibited at Bombay. Our 
Missionaries are endeavouring to bring them again back to Christianity.— 
The Missionaries observe: *‘ There are many individuals among them, 
well disposed to hear the Gospel; and were it not for their leaders, whe 
hold them in cruel bondage, they would gladly become Christians, that is, 
nominal Christians,—for beyond that they have very little conception.” 

The American Missionaries, in their late communications, urge the 
emg of making provision for establishing a Native Mission College in 

ndia, 


[The following is an extraet from the Journal of Mr. Scudder, one of 
the Missionaries at Ceylon : } 


“In the afternoon preached at Mathekel, to nearly 100 persons. Preach 
ed also at another part of the ae to a number of people. Above 100 
were Catholics.—Soon after I left the people, they began to indulge them- 
selves in their wickedness, paying no attention to what I said to them.” 

Mr. Scudder observes: “It is an object of earnest desire as much as 
possible to gain the affections of this peuple; but we see so much depravity 
manifested by them, that it is sometimes difficult to display a becoming 
tnildness towards them. We have much more hope of being useful, if we 
can make them believe that our motives for coming among them are to do 


= good ; and that we seek their happiness by our intercourse with 
em. 





From No. 2 of “PLAIN TRUTH,” printed at Canandaigua, (NM. Y.) 


To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.—Imprecations and anathemas directe 
ed against this work and its authors, bave been making their appearance 
from various quarters, and in various ways, from the day we issued our 
first number tothe present time. This was to be expected. We observe 
that Mr. Doubleday, editor of the Caynga Patriot, is of the number who 
have entered the lists against us; and really, this gentleman’s location, if 
meting more, will serve to excuse him. There is, asour readers well 

“a a “ Theological aveangs! in the village of Auburn; and this, like 
the making of silver shrines of old, will bring “‘no small gaiu unto the 
crafismen,” in the way of pamphlet printing, Xc. ot 
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To those who have verbslly vilified us for an honest avowal of eur opi. 
nion, «nd the part we have tske., we have only to say, “ Let what you 
spexk be sv ordered, that you would not blush to see it in print :” for we 
shall, i. no case, he-itate to quote the words of individuals, should their 
con? uct demand it, and senc them forth to the world, coupled with their 
authors’ names, spelled at ful! length. We have not half that * veneration 
for m:n in high places” that som~ people are troubled with, because we 
look upon ove as no better than another, except he is more virtucus; and, 
consequently, however ex: Ited of men an individual may be, if he has 
** done those things which he ought. not to have done,” respeeting us and 
our affairs, he must vot find fault if, after this warning, we defend ourselves 
at his expence. We hupe those who have “ gnashed on us their teeth,” 
will duly consider this matter. 

Our bject, as we have already said, is to register PLAIn TruTs, and 
this we shal! always endeavour to doin so plain a manner that all ean un- 
derstand it Should we err,—and we are no more infallible than other 
mort-ls,—‘h . erson w!:o will show us our error, shall receive our warm- 
est tha ks lor his kindness: but let it be distinetiy understood, that to rail, 
indiscrimin ely, against a mn or his writings, is one thing, and to point 
out the particulars in which he has erred, is quite another matter. 


the Baptists in South Carolina, have got up a State Convention for the purpose 
of collecting money from the people, to aid the great work of making priests, by 
means of a college education; agreeably to the plan set on foot at Washington City, 
by Luther Rice, Staughton, and others, and for seconding the grand movements 
now going on throughout christendom. We perceive, however, by the Minutes 
of their first meeting, that some of the Baptists are rather tardy, about coming 
forward in these, with them, new fashioned undertakings. ‘The following is une 
of the Constitutioual Principles of the Convention: 

“This Convention proposes to embrace in its definite plan, measures for collect- 
ing funds by means of charity sermons, societies, donations and bequests, for the 

rpose of carrying into effect the great objects of its attention, upon those princi- 
ples of liberality, zeal for God, and love to immortal souls, which the Gospel in- 
culcates ”’ 
Aunion between the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church and the 
General Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, has been completed and _ ratified 
during the late meeting of the General Assembly in this city, and they are now 
one body, 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. P 

*.* Sincerus will appear in our next number. The tone ts sent to us, entitled 
“ The i attler’s Mirror,’? we presume is original ; and if it does not appear in this 
work, it will be inserted in another publication. ; 

The communications of Barclay and a Subscriber have been received. They 
are both well written, but their length renders us unable to insert them. The sub- 
ject matter of each is also of sucha nature that it would be likely toJay the found. 
ation of a controversy, which has often been contested, and for which we should 
not have room in our pages, They shall be carefully preserved, so that the writers, 
if they request it. can have them again. We shoul like to see both of them in 4 
tract or pamphlet, and would give a proportion towards such an object. 

It is our purpose soon to enter upon some subjects ofa practical nature. To seek 
to owe no man any thing but love; to be true to one’s word; and to do as we 
would be dene unto, &c. Kc. are duties so indispensable to a Christian, that with- 
ut an attent’on to them, all pretensionsto religion are vain. The great and nume- 
rous abe: rations from these requirements, show, notwithstandmg all our boast 
of Christianity, that very little of it exists in the world, 
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